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EL PRIMERO IS CELEBRATING 
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY. AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO UNVEIL THIS 
CULT MOVEMENT IN ITS MO-
DERNISED VERSION, FITTED IN 
THE EMBLEMATIC CHRONOMAS-
TER. THE NEW EL PRIMERO LI-
NEAGE IS INAUGURATED WITH 
SERIES OF 250 TITANIUM MO-
DELS FEATURING AN ORIGINAL 
CERAMIC BEZEL AND SKELETON 
DIAL. REINTERPRETED TO EN-
SURE GREATER MODULARITY, 
THE EL PRIMERO 3600 CALIBRE 
HAS BEEN DESIGNED USING 
THE LATEST TECHNOLOGIES, 
WHILE PRESERVING THE DNA 
OF THE ORIGINAL MOVEMENT. 
ALSO BEATING AT THE HIGH 
FREQUENCY OF 36,000 VIBRA-
TIONS PER HOUR, IT MEASURES 
AND DISPLAYS TENTHS OF A SE-
COND. ALONGSIDE THE ORIGI-
NAL EL PRIMERO, IT WILL GRA-
DUALLY BE INTRODUCED ON 
OTHER MODELS IN THE RANGE 
AND EQUIPPED WITH VARIOUS 
FUNCTIONS. 



 t Zenith, celebrating the 
mythical El Primero – a high-
frequency star born in 
1969 – is about showing 

respect for the past, taking root in 
the present and looking resolutely 
towards future horizons. In this spirit, 
the Manufacture’s engineers have 
redesigned the world’s most accurate 
automatic chronograph movement, 
offering a modernised version that 
is faithful to the architecture and 
proven performance of the original. 
The strict specifications stipulated 
modularity, optimised industrial 
production, assembly and adjustment, 
the addition of a stop-seconds device 
and autonomy increased to a full 60 
hours. As an added bonus, it was to 
provide the option of integrating 
several functions and displays as well 
as ensuring enhanced user friendliness 
– all the while complying with the
absolute necessity of preserving the
integrity and identity of the original El
Primero.

Renamed El Primero 3600, this 
optimised calibre is thus endowed 
with the main attributes of its 
predecessor: a 1/10th of a second 
chronograph function, along with 
integrated construction incorporating 
a lateral clutch, column wheel and 
ballbearing-mounted central rotor. 
The difference lies in the fact that 
it has been developed using the 
latest technologies and performance 
algorithms. The most obvious 
modifications are as follows: a tenth-of-
a-second display on a scale with 100 
graduations; the addition of a balance-
stop device; a reversal of the crown 
sequence; adjustment of the wheels 
and gears; enlarged and centred 

design of the column wheel; and most 
visibly of all, an optimised lateral clutch 
that now includes two intermediate 
wheels.

To inaugurate the new-gen El Primero, 
Zenith has chosen an emblematic 
contemporary collection: the 
Chronomaster. Its imposing stature 
and distinctive design are in line with 
the DNA of the Maison. Equipped 
with the El Primero 3600 movement, 
the Chronomaster 2 also flaunts a 
modernised look with a light titanium 
case, black or blue ceramic graduated 
bezel, skeleton dial with solid counters 
and star-shaped oscillating weight. 
Graced with three distinctive colours 
- light grey, blue and anthracite - the
display is distinguished by a direct
tenth-of-a-second read-off. The red
chronograph hand makes a full sweep
of the dial in ten seconds, indicating
with each jump successive tenths of a
second on the 100 graduations of the
flange and bezel.
In addition to measuring and
displaying tenths of a second, this
Chronomaster, operating at 36,000
vibrations per hour, features hour
and minute functions in the centre,
60-minute and 60-second chronograph
counters, running small seconds and
date, while delivering a minimum
60-hour power reserve – meaning a
whole weekend without having to
wind the watch even if is not worn!
Available in two limited series of 250
pieces each, fitted with a blue or black
ceramic bezel, the Chronomaster 2 is a
powerful distillation of Zenith’s modern
and sporty identity.
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ZENITH : THE FUTURE OF SWISS 
WATCHMAKING

ith innovation as its 
guiding star, Zenith 

features exceptional in-
house developed and manufactured 
movements in all its watches, such as 
the DEFY Inventor with its monolithic 
oscillator of exceptional precision, 
and the DEFY El Primero 21 with its 
high-frequency 1/100th of a second 
chronograph. Since its establishment 
in 1865, Zenith has consistently re-
defined the notions of precision and 

innovation, including the first “Pilot 
Watch” at the dawn of aviation and the 
first serially produced “El Primero” au-
tomatic chronograph calibre. Always 
one step ahead, Zenith is writing a 
new chapter in its unique legacy by 
setting new standards of performance 
and inspired design. Zenith is here to 
shape the future of Swiss watchma-
king, accompanying those who dare 
to challenge time itself and reach for 
the stars.
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KEY POINTS

- ENTIRELY REDESIGNED MOVEMENT TO PAY
TRIBUTE TO THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LEGENDARY EL PR IMERO MOVEMENT
- AUTOMATIC EL PR IMERO COLUMN-WHEEL
CHRONOGRAPH ABLE TO MEASURE AND
DISPLAY THE 1/10TH OF A SECOND
1/10TH OF A SECOND INDICATION ON THE
CERAMIC BEZEL
- INCREASED POWER RESERVE OF MIN 60
HOURS
- STOP SECOND MECHANISM
- CERTIF IED CHRONOMETER

MOVEMENT

MOVEMENT :   EL PRIMERO 400 AUTOMATIC
CALIBRE :  13¼`  (DIAMETER:  30  MM)
MOVEMENT THICKNESS :   6 .6  MM
FREQUENCY :  36 ,000 VPH (5  HZ)
POWER-RESERVE :  MIN. 60  HOURS
FINISHES :  NEW STAR-SHAPED OSCILLATING 
WEIGHT WITH SATINED F INISHINGS

FUNCTIONS

HOURS AND MINUTES IN THE CENTRE  
SMALL SECONDS AT 9  O’CLOCK
CHRONOGRAPH :   CENTRAL CHRONOGRAPH 
HAND THAT MAKES ONE TURN IN 10  SECONDS 
60-MINUTE COUNTER AT 6  O’CLOCK
60-SECOND COUNTER AT 3  O’CLOCK
DATE INDICATION AT 6  O’CLOCK

CASE. DIAL AND HANDS

DIAMETER :   42  MM
DIAMETER OPENING :  37 .1  MM
THICKNESS :  12 .75  MM
CRYSTAL :   DOMED SAPPHIRE CRYSTAL WITH 
ANTI -REFLECTIVE TREATMENT ON BOTH S IDES
CASE-BACK :   TRANSPARENT SAPPHIRE CRYSTAL
MATERIAL :   T ITANIUM WITH BLACK CERAMIC 
BEZEL
WATER-RESISTANCE :  10  ATM
DIAL :  OPENWORKED WITH THREE DIFFERENT-
COLOURED COUNTERS
HOUR-MARKERS:  RHODIUM-PLATED, FACETED 
AND COATED WITH SUPER-LUMINOVA®SLN C1
HANDS:  RHODIUM-PLATED, FACETED AND 
COATED WITH SUPER-LUMINOVA®SLN C1

STRAPS AND BUCKLES
BRACELET:  BLACK ALL IGATOR STRAP 
WITH PROTECTIVE RUBBER L INING & GREY 
ST ITCHING
BUCKLE:  STEEL DOUBLE FOLDING CLASPC
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KEY POINTS

-  ENTIRELY REDESIGNED MOVEMENT TO PAY
TRIBUTE TO THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LEGENDARY EL PR IMERO MOVEMENT
-  AUTOMATIC EL PR IMERO COLUMN-WHEEL
CHRONOGRAPH ABLE TO MEASURE AND
DISPLAY THE 1/10TH OF A SECOND
1/10TH OF A SECOND INDICATION ON THE
CERAMIC BEZEL
-  INCREASED POWER RESERVE OF MIN 60
HOURS
-  STOP SECOND MECHANISM
-  CERTIF IED CHRONOMETER

MOVEMENT

MOVEMENT :   EL PRIMERO 400 AUTOMATIC
CALIBRE :  13¼`  (DIAMETER:  30  MM)
MOVEMENT THICKNESS :   6 .6  MM
FREQUENCY :  36 ,000 VPH (5  HZ)
POWER-RESERVE :  MIN. 60  HOURS
FINISHES :  NEW STAR-SHAPED OSCILLATING 
WEIGHT WITH SATINED F INISHINGS

FUNCTIONS

HOURS AND MINUTES IN THE CENTRE  
SMALL SECONDS AT 9  O’CLOCK
CHRONOGRAPH :   CENTRAL CHRONOGRAPH 
HAND THAT MAKES ONE TURN IN 10  SECONDS 
60-MINUTE COUNTER AT 6  O’CLOCK
60-SECOND COUNTER AT 3  O’CLOCK
DATE INDICATION AT 6  O’CLOCK

CASE. DIAL AND HANDS

DIAMETER :   42  MM
DIAMETER OPENING :  37 .1  MM
THICKNESS :  12 .75  MM
CRYSTAL :   DOMED SAPPHIRE CRYSTAL WITH 
ANTI -REFLECTIVE TREATMENT ON BOTH S IDES
CASE-BACK :   TRANSPARENT SAPPHIRE CRYSTAL
MATERIAL :   T ITANIUM WITH BLUE CERAMIC 
BEZEL
WATER-RESISTANCE :  10  ATM
DIAL :  OPENWORKED WITH THREE DIFFERENT-
COLOURED COUNTERS
HOUR-MARKERS:  RHODIUM-PLATED, FACETED 
AND COATED WITH SUPER-LUMINOVA®SLN C1
HANDS:  RHODIUM-PLATED, FACETED AND 
COATED WITH SUPER-LUMINOVA®SLN C1

STRAPS AND BUCKLES
BRACELET:  BLUE ALL IGATOR STRAP WITH 
PROTECTIVE RUBBER L INING & GREY 
ST ITCHING
BUCKLE:  STEEL DOUBLE FOLDING CLASP

PRESS ROOM
For additional pictures please access the below link
http://pressroom.zenith-watches.com/login/?redirect_
to=%2F&reauth=1
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